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ProveRBs, Chap. III. Ver. 14. 


For the merchandize of it is better than the mer- 
chandize of ſilver, and the gain thereof than fine 
gold. 


T they ate greatly and fatally miſtakenwho, as 
the apoſtle ſays, ** ſuppoſe that gain is godli- 
&© neſs: They, on the other hand, are not leſs 
ſo, who imagine that there is no gain in godlineſs: 
for, the ſame apoſtle tells us, that godlineſs 
« with contentment is great gain, having the pro- 
& mile of the life that now is, and of that which 
„is to come.” In what a ſtriking, beautiful, 
eaſy, atid familiar manner is this truth ſet before 


us in the words of the text! If there were not 


another in the bible, his alone is ſufficient to 
prove, that real religion and true godlineſs, ought 
to be, and are, the principal concern of the heart, 
the conſtant and daily purſuit of the life and practice 
of the real Chriſtian. Indeed the words them- 
ſelves without any expoſition, naturally and plain- 
ly afford and inculcate this truth : when I look 
around me and conſider the diligence, care, and 
attention of men who are engaged in the various 

nll: branches 
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branches of mercantile life, to the important and 
I neceſſary duties of their ſtation, in order to make 
their trade, intereſt, and fortune ſecure, I am led 
to a painful reflection on the awful contraſt which 
appears in comparing their conduct with that of 
many goſpel profeſſors in our day—of many of 
whom, I fear it may with truth be ſaid, that they 
are by no means properly concerned to make 
their calling and election ſure. Do not many 
ſuch, trade for this world, as if there were no. 
hereafter ? Will ſuch perſons permit me ſeriouſ- 
ly and ſolemnly to addreſs them from the words 
of the text? O that they may be owned and bleſ- 
ſed of Gop to their eternal benefit, in awakening 
them out of a ſkate of carnal ſecurity and falſe 
peace, and in bringing them to a knowledge and 
purſuit after this heavenly merchandize. May 
the true believer, the heavenly merchant, have his 
heart comforted, his hands ſtrengthened, and be 
enabled with renewed vigor and delight to purſue 
his holy, heavenly trade and calling—Happily 
knowing, as the text ſays, that “the merchandize 
« of it is better than the merchandize of filver, and 
* the gain thereof than fine gold.” Ir ſeems ſuf- 
ficient to obſerve reſpecting the connection of 
theſe words that they are ſpoken of that wiſdom 
which the apoſtle James ſays comes from above,“ 
&c. &c.—By which is meant either the LOR⁰ 
Jesvs CHRIST himſelf, who is made unto all his 
people wi/dom, or the work of the Loxp the Spi- 
rit 


4 
fit on their ſouls, making them wiſe unto ſalva- 
tion through faith. Now the words of the text 
are allegorical, and the allegory though natural 
and eaſy is not leſs ſtriking and beautiful, than it 

is important and inſtructive. 
In ſpeaking, therefore, upon the ſubject thus 
briefly introduced to you, I purpoſe, with the 

Lord's aſſiſtance to conſider : 


I. The real Chriſtian under the character of a 
merchant, and ſhew how he anſwers to that cha- 
racter, 

II. The articles of his trade, or what he deals in. 

III. The fock he trades with. 

IV. The port he trades to. 

V. The trials, . and loſſes he i is liable 

to in his trade. 

VI. The manner inwhich is trade is carried on. 

VII. What are the profits and gains of his 


trade, and prove (as the text ſays) that the 


© merchandize of it is better than the merchandize 
« of ſilver, and the gain thereof than fine gold.“ 

LasTLY, I ſhall conclude, with an addreſs to 
the real Chriſtian under the character of a mer- 
chant, and alſo to the Chriſtleſs ſinner, who is both 
a ſtranger and an enemy to this heavenly calling 
and merchandize. 


I. Conſider the real Chriſtian under the cha- 
racter of a merchant and ſhew how he anſwers to 


that character, 
A 2 And 
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And we need not heſitate a moment to fix this 
character upon him, inaſmuch as our bleſſed Lord 
himſelf hath done it, for he ſpeaks of and deſ- 
cribes the real Chriſtian by it. Matt. xiii. 45. 
«© The kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant- 
ce man ſeeking goodly pearls.” And an evident 
alluſion to this character, ſeems plainly to be had 
in the following paſſages of ſcripture, Prov, 
xxxi. 14. where ſpeaking of a godly woman, So- 
lomon ſays, ſhe is like the © merchant-ſhips, ſhe 
« bringeth her goods from far,” alſo Solomon's 
Song ili. 6. Who is this that cometh up from the 
« wilderneſs—perfumed—with all powders of the 
* merchant,” which ſeems evidently ſpoken as 
deſcriptive of the church of Chriſt. But I now 
proceed to ſhew how the real Chriſtian in his i- 
ritual character and conduct anſwers to this del- 
cription. It may be pointed out, and, I think, 
proved in the following particulars, vig. 

1. A merchant is, andHebgFarily muſt be a 
living man: it is impoſſible Mr any other can be 
a merchant. Now this is not more true in natural 
things than it is in ſpiritual. None but ſpiritu- 
ally living or truly regenerate perſons are or can 
be ſpiritual merchants. If they are not ſuch, 
they have no knowledge of, nor any benefit from 
the merchandize ſpoken of in the text. No more 
can be done by a ſpiritually dead ſoul in the mer- 
chandize of heaven, than by a dead corps in any 
merchandize on earth. If men were to find on 

the exchange, in the cuſtom-houſe, on the wharfs, 
or 


E 8:4 
or in the compting-houſe, a number of dead 
corps, do you think they would eſteem them 
merchants? Would they not ſay, none but living 
perſons can be employed here, either in a way of 
getting good far themſelves, or doing good to 
others. So true is it ſpiritually, © except a man 
&* be born again, he cannot enter the kingdom of 
* heaven.” None but ſpiritually living ſouls are 
or can be ſpiritual merchants. 

2. A merchant muſt be à diligent man. Drowſi- 
neſs and ſlothfulneſs will cover a man with rags. 
As it is naturally ſo it is ſpiritually, he who would 
thrive muſt be diligent, hence Gop's people are 
exhorted to © give diligence to make their cal- 
ling and election ſure.” And, © not to be 


« ſlothful in Buſineſs, but fervent in ſpirit ſerv- 


* ing the Lord.” And again to be © always 
„ abounding in the work of the Lord“ And as 
Solomon ſays, the hand of the diligent maketh 
« rich,” compare this with theſe paſſages, Heb. 
vi. 11. And we deſire that every one of you do 
„ ſhew the ſame diligence to the full aſſurance of 
hope unto the end.” 2 Pet. i. 5. And beſides 
« this giving all diligence, add to your faith vir- 
tue. and to your virtue knowledge,” &c.—a 
thriving ſpiritual merchant muſt be a diligent 
man. | | 

3. A merchant muſt be a man of puntuality 
and diſpatch, if either of theſe are neglected his 
character, his credit, and his trade alſo, will be 
greatly injured, There is no earthly merchant 
| A3 in 
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in the world but will own this; and be affured 
it is not leſs true in ſpirituals. If punctuality 
and diſpatch are not uſed by the people of Gop 
in their duty, and walk with Gop, their ſouls 
will be much injured, therefore to this the ſaints 
are exhorted in the word of Gop, Eccl. ix. 10. 
* What thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
e might, for there is no work, nor knowledge, nor 
„device, nor wiſdom in the grave, whither thou 
e“ goeſt.“ If you are a heavenly merchant, let no- 
thing which it is in your power to prevent, 
hinder, or even interrupt the regular, conſtant 
ſtated duties of your walk with Gop—and I will 
venture to ſay without fear of being miſtaken, you 
will ſurely find your comfort maintained, and your 
ſpiritual profit increaſed by it. 

4. A merchant muſt be conſtant and regular in 
bis correſpondence ;, if this is neglected all will go 
wrong, and his affairs will be thrown into perplex- 
ity and confuſion ; nor leſs ſo will it be with thy 
ſoul believer if thou art not conſtant and regular 
in thy correſpondence with heaven by prayer: 
neglect of prayer will be the bane of thy peace 
and comfort. Hence you are exhdrted in ſcrip- 
ture, © always to pray and not to faint—To be 
5 inſtant in prayer—and to pray without ceaſing.” 
—As you value your comfort or profit, do attend 


to this; be conſtant and regular in your 9 an 
dence with heaven by prayer, 


5 A 


(i925) 


z. A merchant muſt know and be attentive ts 
the tate of bis affairs. And this is beſt come at 
by frequent examination, poſting, and ballanc- 
ing his books. If this be neglected he will never 
know how matters ſtand with him. So believer 
it is of equal moment and importance for thee 
to know and be attentive to the ſtate of the af- 
fairs of thy ſoul, by frequent and ſerious reading 
and ſearching of the word of Gop, and then 
examining and comparing thy heart and lite with 
it, and herein thou wilt find thy judgment eſta- 
bliſhed, thy conſcience pacified, and thy heart 
ſweetly comforted. | 

6. A merchant is a man of a truly honourable 
and reſpectable calling. It was ſaid of the merchants 
of Tyre of old, what is true of many in Great 
Britain—** That her merchants were princes, 
* and her traffickers the honorable of the earth.” 
Thus they ever have been, and juſtly are, looked 
upon as men of a truly honorable and reſpec- 
table calling in the world. Nor are the ſaints of 
Gov, leſs ſo in their ſpiritual calling, however 
they may be deſpiſed and contemned. A faint of 
God is a truly honorable character, as the pſalmiſt 
ſays, this honor have all the ſaints,“ their 
connections and buſineſs are truly honorable, and 
their end will be everlaſting honor and bleſſedneſs. 

7. A merchant is a man of a very »/eful call- 
ing, not only to himſelf but to others allo, they 
are the ſupport of a nation, and exceeding uſeful 
to ſociety, in the many and various parts of their 

A 4 employments. 
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mployments. Indeed it may be ſaid, what 
ſhould or could we in this land do without them ! 
It muſt be granted that our merchants are men. 
of great uſefulneſs. Nor in any ſenſe is the ſpi- 
ritual merchant, the true believer in Chriſt, a leſs 
uſeful perſon. He is a bleſſing, a ſpecial and 
ſpiritual one to all around him, to the church, 
the world and himſelf—Believers are called in 
{cripture the © ſalt of the earth,” no doubt to 
intimate their great uſefulneſs, nor are they leſs 
ſo as ſpiritual merchants. The world ſtands for 
the church's ſake, and when the trade of all 
Gov's ſpiritual merchants is ended, this world 
will ſoon, very ſoon be burnt up. Little do the 
carnal men think how much they are indebted 
to the ſaints and people of Gop upon earth. 

8. A merchant is a man of a profitable calling; 
he has ſomething in view in undertaking and 
proſecuting the various duties of it: and many 
find very great advantages ariſing from it. But 
here it muſt be obſerved, that this 1s by no means 
the caſe with all earthly merchants; ſome of 
them it muſt be granted trade much but gain 
little or nothing. Nay not only ſo, but they find 
ſometimes that they are engaged in a very unpro- 
fitable trade, and really ſuffer very great loſſes; 
however this not only may be, but is the caſe 
oftentimes with earthly merchants, yet it 1s by 
no means ſo with the ſpiritual merchant, Let 
who will ſuffer, looſe, break, or be ruined, he 1s 
ſure to gain, And gain greatly, for faith the 

apoſtle, 


„ It 


apoſtle, © Godlineſs with contentment is great 
% gain,“ thus it is with reſpe& to the comfort 
and pleaſure which the ſoul enjoys from it, even 
here on earth, and thus 1t will be hereafter. For 
then the believer will be put into the certain and 
happy poſſeſſion of eternal life and glory. Great 
gain, this indeed! Thus you ſee a ſpiritual mer- 
chant is a man of a truly profitable calling. But 
I ſhall have occaſion hereafter to ſpeak more 
particularly of his gains. 

9. A merchant muſt prepare for and expe& 
to meet with many trials, difficulties, and ſome 
loſſes, notwithſtanding his trade may be good 
and lawful, his conduct honeſt and upright, and 
his gain, in general, great. Something of this 
{ſort muſt the ſpiritual merchant prepare for and 
expect. But as I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak 
more particularly upon theſe things hereafter : I 
forbear to enlarge at preſent, and paſs on to the 
ſecond thing propoſed, viz, 


II. To conſider the articles of his trade, or 
what he deals in. 

Here let it be obſerved that he trades not in 
toys, trifles, or vanities; much leſs in falſhood, 


deceit, and lies, But he trades in the moſt. 


rich, valuable, glorious, and everlaſting realities. 
Some of which as mentioned in the word of 
God, I ſhall briefly ſpeak of. 


1. He trades in gold, by which we may un- 


— the love and grace of God; thus Rev. 


111. 18. 
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in. 18, © I counſel thee to buy of me gold tried 
„ in the fire, that thou mayeſt be rich.” He is 
doubtleſs a thriving and proſperous ſpiritual mer. 
chant who deals much in this gold, for it does 
and will make him rich towards God, and rich 
to all eternity. By gold alſo we may underſtand 
the ſcriptures, or word of God which are fre- 
quently compared to gold, and true, bright, 
prec.ous, pure unmixed gold they are. Pſal. 
XiX. 10. This is gold which can never be 
diminiſhed in its weight, or reduced in its 
value, nor ever will it be called in to have its 
ſtandard altered, or be new coined, which is 
often a loſs to earthly merchants. This is gold 
of which he cannot be too covetous, nor can 
he have too much, O let ſpiritual merchants 
think of this, and purſue this branch of their hea- 
venly trade with the greateſt eagerneſs, diligence, 
and care. = a 
2. He trades in jewels and pearls; by which! 
underſtand the LoRD Jzs&vs CHRIST himſelf, 
and all his gracious and glorious bleſſings and 
benefits. For he it is who is emphatically 
called the Pearl of great price,” to which 
he himſelf plainly refers, in Matt. xiii. 45, 46. 
No man can poſſibly be a ſpiritual merchant who 
deals not in this article, of infinitely more worth 
and value than the jewels and pearls upon earth. 
The luſtre of them can never decay, the worth 
of them can never decreaſe. Chriſt is not only 
a pearl but a collection of pearls; ſuch are the 
graces 


AE gs 
graces and glories that are in him. O let all 
ſpiritual merchants make much of this article of 
their trade, and pray and ſtrive to enlarge and 
increaſe it every day; they cannot here over trade 
themſelves, nor need they fear going too far. 

3. He trades in wine and oil; by which may be 
underſtood the ſweet and gracious influences and 
comfort of the Hoy Gnosr. They may be 
compared to wine for their ſweetneſs and refreſhing 
nature, and to oil for the honor which they 
confer; and indeed in this very view they are 
frequently ſpoken of in the ſcriptures. So the 
pſalmiſt expreſſes himſelf, P/2l. xiii. g. Thou 
e anointeſt my head with oil,“ &c. Prov. xxi. 
20. There is treaſure to be deſired and oil in 
* the dwelling of the wiſe.” Alſo Fer. xxxi. 12. 
« Therefore they ſhall come and ſing in the 
e height of Zion, and ſhall flow together to the 
* goodneſs of the Lord, for wheat and for wine 
e and for oil, &c. God promiſes in his word 
* to give his people the oil of joy for mourning,” 
&c. So in the ixth of Proverbs, wiſdom is ſaid 
* to have mingled her wine.” This is a very 
comfortable and pleaſing, as well as profitable 
part of a ſpiritual merchant's trade. O it is well 
indeed when the foul is ſweetly refreſhed with the 
wine and oil of Gop's comforts, there are none 
like them, 

4. He trades in all pleaſant fruits, even thoſe 
of the tree of life, which are ſaid to be 7welve 
manner of fruits; and by them may be intended, 

| The 


1 

The ſweet and ſoul refreſhing bleſſings of the goſpe! 
of Chriſt. Spiritual merchants have often happy 
and. bleſſed occaſion to expreſs themſelves as the 
church of God did of old. TI ſat down under 
e his ſhadow with great delight, and his fruit 
« was ſweet to my taſte.” They are always in 
ſeaſon,” for the tree of life brings them forth 
conſtantly, By theſe pleaſant fruits may alſo be 
underſtood, what the apoſtle to the Galatians calls 
the “ fruits of the Spirit,” Gal. v. 22, 23. * But 
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, !ong- 
4 ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, 
e temperance.” Theſe. fruits will never rot or 
decay, but laſt and endure for ever. Happy, 
happy thoſe ſpiritual merchants, who deal much 
in and have very large ſtocks of tim, they have 
their fruit unto holineſs and their end everlaſting 
life, 1 

5, He trades in fine linen and goodly apparel, 
even the fine linen pure and white, which 1s called 
the righteouſneſs of the ſaints,” Rev. xix. 8. of 
which alſo the evangelical prophet Iſaiah ſo ſweet- 
ly ſpeaks, Ja. Ixi. 10. © I will greatly rejoice 
in the Lord, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my 
God, for he hath clothed me with the garments 
« of ſalvation, and covered me with the robe of 
<« righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom decketh himſelf 
« with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth her- 
« ſelf with jewels.” This is indeed a moſt 
bleſſed and glorious part of his trade. He deals 


in no patched garments, for if you will be pleaſed 
| to 
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to admit of the expreſſion, he is too humbly proud 
to wear any ſuch filthy rags, 

6. He trades in arms and ammunition, even the 
whole armour of God; nor can he poſſibly carry on 
his trade without theſe, he well knows that there 
is a neceſſity for his dealing in this armour, and 
that he is exhorted to take it unto him and gird 
it on him, for without it he cannot ſtand, as the 
apoſtle ſays, Eph. vi. 11. &c. Though he will 
not as ſome do in our day, or at leaſt would do 
if they durſt, furniſh the king's enemies, even 
rebels with arms, (though this by the by) the 
ſpiritual merchant cannot do without his ſword, 
ſhield, helmet, breaſt-plate, &c. &c. O let all 
ſuch merchants, look well to this article of their 
trade, and ſee to it that their ſpiritual armour be 
in good order, bright and clean, and fit for im- 
mediate ſervice when called for. 

7. He trades in all rich and precious ſpices ; by 
which I underſtand the duties, walk and practice 
of evangelical holineſs, which are as the ſpices 
of Lebanon to truly gracious ſouls; yea the holi- 
neſs of the goſpel is more odoriferous and fra- 
grant than all the ſpicy groves of Arabia. The 
goſpel holineſs of a real Chriſtian leaves a ſweet 
ſavor where ever he comes, and under this very 
idea the church is ſpoken of and deſcribed in So- 
lomon”s Song iii. 6. Who is this that cometh out 
of the wilderneſs like pillars of ſmoke perfumed 


* with myrrh and franckincenſe, with all powders 


6c 


of the merchant.” So alſo Solomon's Song iv. 


* 


3 13, 14. 
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13, 14. where the church is ſuid to produee 
„ Camphire with ſpikenard, and ſaffron, calamus 
& and cinnamon, with all trees of frankinc.nſ-, 
e myrrh and aloes, with all the chief ſpices.” O 
that the ſavor and holineſs of our lives and con- 
verſations may prove to all around us, that we 
deal in rich and precious ſpices. The good Lord 
help us to increaſe in this, and in every other 
article of ſpiritual trade more and more, that we 
may be growing rich for a bleſſed eternity, 


III. Conſider the flock he trades wich. 

Here I muſt obſerve he does not trade with any 
Rock of his own, for he has none, but he trades 
with the whole ſtock of another, viz. the Loxy 
Jzsvs CHRIST, (that is) with all his fulneſs and 
unſearcbable riches, and though he trades, as he 
moſt certainly does, All upon credit, yet fuch a 
rich and inexhauſtible fund has he, that he cannot 
break. He is not only ſet up in trade by another, 
but he is ſupplied out of, and carries on his trade 
by the riches and credit of another, as will appear 
from his trading 

1. With the love of Chriſt, and this is both 
eternal and unchangeable; this is indeed a molt 
bleſſed and precious part of his ſtock, it is fo 
great, mighty and wonderful, as to be beyond 
knowledge or comprehenſion, for the apoſtle 
ſpeaking of it, Epb. iii. 19. ſays, that © the love 
e of Chriſt paſſes knowledge.” This is the life, 


comfort and joy of his ſoul, in his carrying on 
ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual trade. O how happy is he when made 
to ſee that he 1s intereſted in, and has a right and 
title to the love of Chriſt. Here, if I may ſo 
ſay, he lays out much, and receives much daily; 


and though he loves and delights in this part of 


his ſtock, yet he neither does nor dares abuſe or 
trifle with it. He has great dependence upon, 
and alſo great expectations from it, nor ſhall he, 
nor can he, ever be miſtaken, deceived, or diſap- 
pointed. O believer trade much and conſtantly 
with this part of your ſtock, by faith, prayer, love, 
hope, dependence and expectation. You are in- 
deed a rich ſpiritual merchant who have the love 
of Chriſt for your ſtock. 

2. He trades with the power of Chriſt, and 


this is omnipotent and invincible, which made the 


apoſtle Paul, who traded much in it, Phil. iv. 13. 


ſay, © I can do all things through Chriſt who 
« ſtrengtheneth me.” This power of Chriſt is 


made perfect in all his dear people's weakneſs, 
2 Cor. x ii. . And of ſuch neceſſity and importance 


is it to them, that * they can do nothing at all 
« without it, Zohn xv. 5.” for they © are not 
e ſufficient of themſelves to think any thing as 
© of themſelves, but their ſufficiency is of Gop, 
2 Cor. 3, 5.—In all their duties, trials, diſtreſſes 
and difficulties, they trade only with this power. 
And this they have always found ſufficient to 
help, ſupport and ſave them. O believer make 
large drafts upon this part of your ſtock every 
day; it is I fear a poor, dark and miſerable day 

indeed 
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indeed with your ſoul, if you are not drawing 
upon and trading with the power and ſtrength of 
Chriſt. 

3. He trades with the wiſdom of Chriſt, and 
this is certain, unerring and infallible. Hence the 
LoxD JEsvs CHRIST is ſaid in ſcripture to be made 
unto his people wi/dom, and he it is who does, 
and who only can, make them wife unto ſalvation, 
through faith in him. Neither natural wiſdom, or 
what is in ſcripture called the wiſdom of the fleſh, 
nor the wiſdom of this world, are fufficient for 
carrying on this trade. It muſt and only can be 
carried on by what the apoſtle James calls, the 
« wiſdom thatisfrom above:” and this the ſpiritual 
merchant, ſo apt is he in himſelf to err and miſ- 
take continually, feels his need of. Moſt happy is 
he to find that the wiſdom of Chriſt is engaged 
for him, and that he has warrant and liberty to 
apply for, and to make uſe of it every day.— 
This makes him ſay, that he knows Jeſus is 700 
wiſe to be miſtaken, too good to be unkind. And 
thus he daily trades with the wiſdom of Chriſt. 

4. He trades with the truth and faithfulneſs of 
Chriſt. This can never change or be in any ſens | 
broken. Nay ſo great is it, that God ſays, con- 
cerning this part of a believer's ſtock, 7/a. liv. 10. 
< It is as the waters of Noah unto me, for as J 
* have ſworn that the waters of Noah ſhould no 
more go over the earth, ſo have I ſworn that 1 
will no more be wroth with thee, nor rebuke 
* thee. For the mountains ſhall depart, and the 


„ hills 
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« hills be removed but my kindneſs ſhall not 
e depart from thee neither ſhall the covenant of 
© my peace be removed faith the Lord, that 
% hath mercy upon thee.” This truth and faith- 
fulneſs of Chriſt ſtands engaged for him and there- 
fore he never can, or ſhall fail. He cannot poſ- 

ſibly depend too much upon it, nor expect too 
much from it, it has always been found great, 
and ſufficient for all the people of Gop. O let 
every ſpiritual merchant rejoice and glory in this 
bleſſed part of his ſtock, and beg to be enabled 
more and more to trade with it. | 

5. He trades with the merit and righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, and this is infinite, inexhauſtible, and 
invaluable. His very life, honor, and comfort 
lay in this, that he is warranted and enabled to 
ſay, © Surely in the Lord have I righteouſneſs 
and ſtrength.” To this merit and righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt as he carries on his holy, heavenly trade, 
he is happily obliged to make large and con- 
tinual applications, and well for him it is, that of 
God, Chriſt is made unto him righteouſneſs, for 
if this part of his ſtock were not good and firm, 
all the reſt would be of no value to him: If it 
were not infinite and inexbauſtible, it would do 
him no good. It muſt be a merit and a righteouſ- 
neſs infinite in its value and efficacy, and inex- 
hauſtible in its riches and fullneſs, that can ſuit or 
ſatisfy the heavenly merchant, and bleſſed be Gop 
ſuch is this. O believer be diligent in your ap- 
plication to it; uſe it daily and be thankful for it. 
B 6. He 
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6. He trades with the offices and charallers of 
Chrift, and theſe are various, ſweet and ſuitable. 
He is a redeemer, brother, advocate, ſhepherd, 
friend, counſellor, prophet, prieſt, and king. 
And from hence ariſes much of his honor and 
happineſs in this heavenly trade. Herein he ſees 
all his intereſt and comfort laid up in good hands, 
he can and does truſt his all with Jeſus, and this 
inſures his ſucceſs—there 1s nothing which he 
cannot or would not put into his holy, wiſe, kind, 
bleſſed, and faithful hands. 

7. He trades with the glorious exaltation and 
interceſſion of Chriſt, who is his head and repreſen- 


tative above, who lives, who ever lives to make 


interceſſion for him, and becauſe his Jeſus lives 
he ſhall live alſo, here by grace, and eternally in 
glory. He knows that Jeſus will never leave nor 
forſake him, or his beſt intereſts, and is happy 
that he has © an advocate with the Father Jeſus 


« Chriſt the righteous.” His Jeſus is kindly, 


conſtantly, wiſely, and faithfully, managing and 
carrying on all his concerns in heaven, and many 
precious and valuable remittances he makes to 


the believer while here below. A bleſſed ſtock 


indeed! 


IV. Let us now conſider the port he trades to. 
Herein he eſſentially differs from all other 
merchants on earth, for while they trade to earth 
and upon earth he trades to heaven, the port and 
world of eternal glory. What the apoſtle ſays of 
| | the 
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the believers converſation is true of his trade, 
©< It is in heaven,“ Phil. iii. 20. Now this 
heavenly and glorious port may be thus conſi- 
dered. 

1. As a diſtant port, far beyond the ſight, 
knowledge, and thought of carnal men. And 
in this ſenſe it ſeems to be alluded to by the pro- 
phet, Ia. xxxX1it. 17. And thou ſhalt behold 
&* the land that is very far off.” But though a 
diſtant port, yet he is often near to it, and as it 
were, within ſight of it, in the outgoings of his 
ſoul. Indeed the ſpiritual merchant is himſelf 
bound to it, and notwithſtanding its diſtance, he 
moſt certainly and ſafely ſnall arrive at laſt: whilſt 
on the voyage, he often receives very great, gra- 
cious and precious conſignments from it of 
pardon, peace, comfort, joy, ſtrength, and aſ- 
ſurance, &c. &c. &c. 

2. As a rich port, where there is every thing 
which he can ſtand in need of. To which the 
apoſtle alludes, when he ſays in the ivth chapter 
to the Phil. 19th verſe, © But my Gop ſhall 
% ſupply all your need according to his riches in 
« glory by Chriſt Jeſus.” It is from this port 
that he receives out of the fullneſs and from the 


unſearchable riches of the Lord Jeſus, and grace 
for grace. All his true riches and treaſure are 


fetched from thence, and ſo great are the riches 
of it that they can never be exhauſted, The 
riches of Golconda and the mines of Mexico and 
Peru, will and mult one day fail. But the riches 
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of this port to which the ſpiritual merchant 
trades, never will, never can fail. 

The port is as rich as ever, there is no coming 
empty away from it, notwithſtanding all that has 
been drawn from it, there is no diminution of 
its riches, They are ſure to get fortunes, yea 
eternal ones, who do through grace trade to this 
port; for it is ſaid to and of all ſuch ſpiritual 
merchants, they ſhall be © enriched in every 
„thing,“ 1 Cor. i. 5. 2 Cor. ix. 11. | 

3. The port to which he trades is a /afe pcrt, 
where both his intereſt and his property are ſecure, 
nothing is or can be loſt, embezzled, or taken 
away from him, ſuch are the honor, truth and juſ- 
tice he is always ſure to find, never was there, 
or can there be any deceit or fraud, the ſpi- 
ritual merchant not only may, but does alſo ven- 
ture his all here, he need not fear overtrading 
himſelf at this port, or that what he ventures is 
or can be unſafe; or that needful, ſuitable, juſt, 
and equitable returns ſhall not be made him, for 
it is faid, Prov. xxix. 23. Whoſo putteth his 
e truſt in the Lord ſhall be ſafe.” But O, how 
extenſive this ſafety ! ſuch are ſafe for time, and 
ſafe for eternity, all is as ſafely ſecured, as it is 
Kindly, and wiſely ordered for the people of Gon. 
O that the conſideration of the ſafety of our con- 
cerns with a gracious, faithful, and covenant- 
keeping Gop, may be a means of our being daily 
more and more concerned for the increaſe and en- 


largement of our. ſpiritual trade and merchandize. 
4. The 
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4. The port he trades to is a free port, there 
are no taxes, no fines, no port charges, no cuſ- 
toms to be paid, in order to carry on this hea- 
venly trade, all is open and free, nay, there is 
no trade ſo much ſo, it is free for all who are 
made willing to engage in it; in the receiving 
and enjoying the benefits and profits of it they 
cannot make more free than welcome, there is 
never any embargo laid on, there is no ſhutting 
of the port, but the trade is always open and al- 
ways free to every nation, kindred, tongue and 
people under heaven. O comforting conſidera- 
tion this! that it is a free port, all that trade to 
it are freely loved, freely juſtified, freely ſancti- 
ed; freely ſupplied, and ſhall be freely and 
_ everlaſtingly ſaved. O that we may be by grace 
more free, and more diligent in our trading to 
this free port. 

5. The port he trades to is a royal port, and 
the reſidence of king Jeſus, all the bleſſings and 
privileges of it are truly royal, this ſpiritual trade 
is carried on with the king himſelf, From this 
king what thouſands of royal favors and bleſſings 
are conferred and beſtowed upon the children of 
Gop ? They are all ſpiritual merchants and trade 
to this truly royal port, and are known, beloved, 
bleſſed, preſerved, and honored by the king him- 
{elf, they are all nearly related to, peculiarly in- 
tereſted in this king, they are honored with the 
company of the king, and enjoy holy fellowſhip 
and freedom with him. They receive all their 

B 3 inſtruction, 
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inſtruction,” ſkill and ſucceſs in their heavenly 
trade from the king, for he it is who guides, 
guards, bleſſes and faves them. And who will at 
laſt receive them to himſelf, and their eyes ſhall 
ſee the king in his eternal glory and beauty, and 
be for ever with him, near him, and like unto 
him. | 

6. The port he trades to is a heavenly port, 
where contrary to the cuſtom of moſt merchants 
on earth, he will (when his trade is ended) go 
and ſettle and dwell for ever. For the end, the 
happy bliſsful end of all his trade, will come to 
this, viz, © So ſhall we be for ever with the 
« Lord.” In ſhort this is what he has in view 
in the whole of his ſpiritual merchandize, viz. 
To gain the haven, the bliſsful wiſhed for haven, 
of perfect felicity and everlaſting repoſe. Or as 
the late pious Mr, Fanch beautifully expreſſes it, 


« New ſafe arrives the heavenly mariner; 

% The battering ſtorm, the hurricane of life, 

« All dies away in one eternal calm: 

*« With joy divine, full glowing in his breaſt, 
He gains the port of everlaſting reſt.” 


V. I am to ſhew what trials, difficulties, and 
loſſes he is liable to in his trade. 
Here I would obſerve, that he is not liable to 
a bankruptcy, miſery, and ruin, which are ſo much 
dreaded, and the very thought of which often 
makes ſo many earthly merchants tremble ; yet, 
notwithſtanding this, the ſpiritual merchant has 
his 
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his rials, difficulties, and loſſes, a few particular 
inſtances of which I ſhall juſt mention, 

1. He meets with trials and difficulties "Ra 
ſtorms and tempeſts, ſuch are all ſeaſons of affliion, 
temptation, perſecution and outward diftreſs, which 
aſſail him while here below, and theſe ſtorms 
and tempeſts are ſometimes very long, and very 
violent, yet ſhall he through mighty and glorious 
grace bear up under, and weather them all. 
And though theſe in themſelves are trials indeed, 
yet ſhall they all work together for good, yea for 
the beſt to the ſpiritual merchant, We often 
read in ſcripture of the people of Gop being in 
theſe ſtorms and tempeſts, and we always alſo 
read of their being by a gracious, faithful and 
covenant-keeping Gop, brought ſafely and well 
through them all; for thus it is written, © many 
e are the afflictions of the righteous, but the 
Lord delivereth him out of them all,” and 
again it is ſaid of them when arrived ſafe in port, 
* theſe are they which came out of great tri- 
« bulation.” 

2. He is liable to trials and ſometimes to 
great loſſes from bad ſervants. Earthly merchants 
often ſuffer much from this quarter, ſo the ſpi- 
ritual merchant has at leaſt two, very bad and 
very wicked ſervants, from whom he often ſuf- 
fers in the beſt things, they are a finful body, 
and a wicked heart, the floth of the one and 
the pride of the other is intolerable. And 
add to this, they are both of them as viley di/- 
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honeſt as they are abominably proud and othful, 


ſo that the ſpiritual merchant is ſure to ſuffer 


from them, and to be ſenſibly injured by them 
in his Peace, da and comfort, and bad as this 
is, there is a worſe eircumſtance attends, and 
that is, that he cannot get rid of or diſcharge 
theſe zad ſervants : add to this they claim a very 
near relation to him, though ſervants, ſo that he 
cannot turn them out as he would; and what is 
worſe than all the reſt, theſe bad ſervants often 
play a wicked part, and act the maſter or rather 
the tyrant over him, get for a ſeaſon the better 
of him, overcome, inſult, and abuſe him to his 
face. O how much have many truly ſpiritual 


. merchants ſuffered from theſe two bad ſervants, 


a finful body and a wicked bears; read Paul's ex- 
perience in the ſeventh chaptel to the Romans, 
reſpecting what he felt and ſuffered from theſe 
two bad ſervants, and then ſeriouſly afk your 
own ſoul, if you do not find ſomething like it. 
Indeed if you are a ſpiritual merchant you need 
to look well about you. conſidering to what you 
are expoſed, and are daily liable to RIOT from 
rwo ſuch bad ſervants as theſe. 

3. He is liable to great loſſes from MNieves and 
robbers; and they are principally theſe two; viz. 
1ſt. a preſent evil world, and 2dly. by ſatan. And 
O bow often do they rob and have they robbed 
poor believer, the ſpiritual merchant, of his 
peace and comfort ; they are ever watching their 
7 to be either bn pilfering, or 1 60 
right 
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right plundering him. David i in the cxix Pſalm 
knew ſomething of this, for he ſays in the 61ſt 
verſe, The bands of the wicked have robbed 
me,“ fee Dan. xi. 14. He who has never ſen- 
fibly ſaffered from theſe thieves and robbers it is 
to be feared knows little or nothing of being a 
truly ſpiritual merchant. If the world and Satan 
never rob thee, to thy ſorrow, ſhame, and grief, 
before the Lord, it is juſtly to be feared it is be- 
cauſe they think thou haſt nothing to be robbed 
of, but thy precious ſoul and that they have in 
poſſeſſion already. Well, let the ſpiritual mer- 
chant watch and pray. And he may rejoice that 
though they are permitted to 705 him they ſhall 
not deſtroy him. O bleſſed be Gop for this 
4. He is liable to fad impoſitions and often 
to very conſiderable injury from Falſe and pre- 
tended merchants, that is, from the many formal 
and hypocritical profeſſors who ſometimes even 
ſwarm around him. Hypocrites often wound 
ſincere ſouls to the very heart, and the more ſo, 
if ſuch truly gracious perſons have had any for- 
mer confidence in and connection with them, 
hoping and believing they had been real ſubjects 
of the grace of Gop, When ſuch characters are 
detected and diſcovered it is hardly poſſible but 
that ſome of Gop's real ſaints will find them- 
ſelves to have been impoſed upon and deceived 
by them ; real ſpiritual merchants in our day had 
need to be much upon their guard in this reſpect, 
and * young ones, as they are moſtly li- 
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able to fall a prey to, and be deceived and im- 
poſed upon by ſuch falſe and pretended merchants, 
Judas and Simon Magus ſeem to have been ſuch. 

5. He is liable to injury and damage from 
wars and piracies, that is, from the contentions 
and ſad ſinful ſtrife, which is but too, too often 
to be found among Gop's profeſſing people. 
And theſe things have often been the occaſion 
of much ſorrow and diſquiet to his ſoul, ſad it 
is to ſay but moſt true, that in this reſpect it has 
often come to paſs that ſpiritual merchants have 
robbed one another; or if you will admit the 
expreſſion, they have in theſe ſad inſtances been 
pri vateering one againſt the other. All Gop's 
own people who get engaged in carnal ſtrife and 
contention are ſure to be ſufferers. The ſpiritual 
merchants of the church of Chriſt at Corinth 
were great ſufferers in this reſpect, as appears 
from the apoſtle's reproving them in the third 
chapter of his firſt epiſtle. It is a great mercy 
in carrying on our ſpiritual trade to be enabled 
to avoid and ſteer clear of ſuch enemies as theſe. 
But, alas ! they are ſo numerous that very few in- 
deed, if any, totally eſcape them. 

6. He ſometimes ſuffers a good deal (but in 
the end he ſhall be no looſer) from calumny and 
falſbood, earthly merchants ſometimes ſuffer from 
theſe, by wicked men who attempt to hurt their 
credit by blackening their character, and ſo, if 
poſſible, put a ſtop to buſineſs. Such enemies 
the ſpiritual merchants meet with. Violent, 

: 4 cruel, 
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cruel, and mercileſs perſecutors, will ſay all 
manner of evil of them falſly, for the name and 
ſake of their dear and adorable Lord Jeſus 

Yea ſome have loſt all they have had in the 
world, and life itſelf alſo; yet in the end have 
happily experienced that they have been no real 
looſers but gainers, for their dear Lord has 
bleſſed all who are perſecuted for righteouſneſs 
ſake; for he has ſaid theirs is the kingdom of 


heaven, and if ſo , it muſt and ſhall be well with 
them at laſt, 


VI. Conſider, the manner in which his trade 
is carried on. 

Here 1 would obſerve reſpecting the manner, 
that it is carried on I. By Books. II. By Letters, 
III. By Good Bills. IV. By Running Caſb. 


I. By Books. 

1. The Bible. There is no doing without his 
book, for it contains the whole art, myſtery and 
rules of his heavenly trade. His inſtruction, 
encouragement and comfort, in going on in it is 
all derived from hence. Of ſuch uſefulneſs and 
importance is it to all true ſpiritual merchants 
that it informs them, © whatſoever things were 
e written aforetime were written for our learn- 
e ing that we through patience and comfort of 
e the ſcriptures might have hope.” Yea this 
book of books is „able to make them wile un. 
* to ſalvation through faith.” And without at- 
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tending to it and conſulting it, no profitable 


trade can poſſibly be carried on. b 
2. His memory which is his day book, a truly 


ſanctified and a naturally retentive memory is to 


a ſpiritual merchant a very valuable bleſſing, and 
conſidered as one of his books it is a very uſe- 
ful one indeed to him; not a day paſſes but he 


finds he has need to make uſe of it, either to 


refer to tranſactions paſt or to record ſomething 
new. The apoſtle Paul in his epiſtle frequently 


reminds the people of God of the uſefulneſs and 


importance of this book, 1 Cor. xv. 2. 1 Cor. 
iv. 17. 1 Tim. iv. 6. and 2 Pet. i. 12, 13, 15. 
There are many daily occurrences both in reſpect 
of providence and grace which are, or ought to 
be plainly, faithfully, and carefully recorded 


there. But though the neceſſity and benefit of 


this book is ſo great, yet alas! how often are our 
poor memories like an 1d Kept or at leaſt like an 
oder crowded: day book, blurred and blotted ! 
How many things are found therein that have 
no buſineſs there, and which indeed often do 


real hurt, while ſcarce room is to be found for the 


things of the greateſt importance to this heavenly 


trade, this often fills us with confuſion. O Lord 


grant grace that this book may be better kept 
3. His judgment which is his yournal, herein 


the articles and cifcumſtances of his trade are or 
ſhould be more diſtinctly and particularly entered 
than in his day book, A ſanctified judgment is 


a happy, uſeful, and comfortable journal to a 
| ſanctified 
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ſanctified memory. Memory without judgment 
is only confuſion, judgment without memory is a 
contradiction, we ſhall find this book frequently 
ſpoken of and referred to in ſcripture, as of very 
great importance and uſe to the dear children of 
Gop, ſee Pſal. cxix. 66, Prov. xili. 23. 1 Cor. i. 
10. Phil. i. 9. If the book of a ſound ſanctified 
judgment is neglected by thee, as it is by many 
profeſſors in this day, depend upon it your ſpi- 
ritual concerns will unavoidably be in a ſtate of 
confuſion. If thy judgment is not eſtabliſhed, 
and in ſome happy manner ſcripturally regulated, 
both thy conſcience and thy conduct alſo will 
betray thee. O it is a good thing that the 
heart and judgment be eſtabliſned with grace; 
there is as much connection between a believer's 
judgment and his conſcience, as between a mer- 
chant's journal and his ledger. O think of this 

I pray you. | 
4. His affeFions which are his caſh book, and 
here he has the joy and pleaſure of looking over 
his ſpiritual ſtock, his incomes, his returns, his 
profits, and he happily finds that he has much 
in hand but more in hope; and that herein he 
ſhall not be diſappointed or deceived ; the apoſtle 
Paul ſeems to allude plainly and immediately to 
this, when he ſays, Col. iii. 2. © Set your affec- 
« tions on things above, not on things on earth.” 
This is alſo I apprehend much of what the 
apoſtle means in the eighth chapter of the Romans 
where he ſays, © to be ſpiritually minded is life 
| &« and 
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t and peace,” and our dear Lord himſelf ſeems 
to me plainly and undeniably to refer to this 
when he ſays, * Where your treaſure is there 
«©. will your heart (or affections) be alſo.” Hap- 
py and comfortable indeed when the affections 
are thus ſpiritually affected and employed. We 
need not be afraid of loving, valuing or prizing 
our heavenly riches and profits too much. O 
may our ſouls in this manner be more and more 
daily and delightfully employed. 

5. His conſcience which is his ledger, where his 
ſpiritual accounts are ſettled, and how the matter 
ſtands between Gop and his ſoul, clearly and 
fairly drawn out, and poſted ready for a final and 
a cloſing ballance. It would be happy and well 
indeed for Gop's people to keep their conſcience 
as careful honeſt merchants do their ledgers, 
clean and free from errors and miſtakes. A 
pacified, purified, well kept conſcience muſt 
needs be a good conſcience. A neglected ledger 
argues a dangerous ſituation of outward circum- 
ſtances, and a neglected conſcience argues and 
proves too, a very diſmal, dangerous ſituation of 
ſoul. It is ſaid of unregenerate men, Titus i. 15. 
That their mind and conſcience is defiled,” 
and in another place that “ their conſcience is 
% ſeared with a hot iron.“ The apoſtle Paul 
who was truly a ſpiritual merchant knew what 
ſuch ledger was, and through grace he was en- 
abled to keep it well towards Gop and man 
alſo. Rom. ix, 1. My conſcience alſo bearing 

me 
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te me witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt.” And in As 
XXIV. 16. he ſays, and herein do I exerciſe 
« myſelf to have always a conſcience void of 
« offence towards Gop and towards men.” And 
in 2 Cor. 1. 12. there is a ſweet proof how well 
his conſcience was kept, for he ſays of himſelf 
and other miniſters of Chriſt that * their rejoic- 
ing was this, the teſtimony of their conſcience, 
that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not with 
„ fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of Gop they 
* had had their converſation in the world in 
general and towards them in particular.” 
When a merchant's outward affairs are in a flou- 
riſhing condition he loves to look into and exa- 
mine his ledger, and ſo when the ſouls of Gop's 
people are in. a ſpiritually flouriſhing condition, 
they love to look into and examine their con- 
ſciences, and find pleaſure and comfort in fo 
doing. Oh! of how much importance will this 
be at the final cloſe and balance before the bar 
of Gop. May the good Lord in infinite mercy 
grant that we may each know what this book is, 
and that it 1s well kept; there cannot poſſibly be 
any ſpiritual thriving without it. 


IT. By Letters. 

For there is no carrying on this heavenly trade 
without, the neceſſity and uſefulneſs of them in 
worldly buſineſs needs no proof, they are not leſs 
needful or uſeful in ſpiritual buſineſs. But what 
are theſe letters ſay you? I anſwer prayer; and 

profeſſor 
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profeſſor, if thy ſoul is in a thriving, flouriſhing 
condition thou wilt find much happy and com- 
fortable experience to conſiſt in this. A mer- 
chant cannot be without correſpondents. If he 
has not any correſpondence he has not any trade, 
ſo a chriſtian cannot trade without prayer. If 
.you are truly a-ſpiritual merchant you are honored 
and privileged with this happy correſpondence. 
Gob often hears from you by prayer, and you 
alſo hear from him in the methods of his provi- 
dence, and in the ſweet, rich, and comfortable 
ſupplies of his grace. O what a ſweet and bleſſed 
correſpondence is this! may the Lord keep it up 
in our ſouls. Sweetly ſings Dr. Watts, 


J thou haſt brought me to thy home, 
« Where doubts and fears can never come; 
«© Thy comfort, let me often ſee, 

 * And often thou ſhalt hear from me. 


III. By Good Bills. 

It is a great matter in this day for a merchant 
to hold good bills; by holding bad ones, many 
have broke and come to nothing. Now the 
goods bills by which the ſpiritual merchant carries 
on his holy and heavenly trade are the. promiſes 

of God. And truly good ones they are, they are 
Gop's promiſſory notes to his dear children, and 
they are of infinite ſervice to the ſpiritual mer- 
chant. Were it not for theſe good bills, and the 
faithful, and rich and free bank of the glorious 
| undiminiſhed 
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undiminiſhed fullneſs of Chriſt, he muſt have 
been a bankrupt long ago: nay had it not been 
for theſe he had never been ſet up in this hea- 
venly trade. O how much is it for the comfort 
and happineſs of the dear children of Gop, to ſee 
and know that all theſe good bills, theſe ex- 
ceeding great and precious promiſes of Gop, 
are regularly drawn, plainly ſigned, divinely ſealed, 
Properly indorſed, will never be refuſed, but always 
duly honoured. Abraham of old carried on much 
of his trade this way ; for being ſtrong in faith he 
0 ſtaggered not at the promiſe of Gop through 
„ unbelief.” O that we were more like him! 


Lord increaſe our faith, that we may deal much 


in and with thy promiſes. 


IV. By Running Caſh. 

By which I mean the preſent ſenfible comforts 
with which their Gop and heavenly Father is 
pleaſed to favour and indulge them. This de- 
pends altogether upon his holy, wiſe, ſovereign 
and good pleaſure, for he affords them what he 
ſees and knows will be beft for them. The 
ſpiritual merchant ſhall have a ſufficient ſupply 
of -running caſh, or ſenſible comfort to ſupport 
him and bear his expences, while here elo, 
and more is not needful; but he ſhall be ſure at 
laſt to poſſeſs, and through a bleſſed happy eter- 
nity to enjoy, all his ſtock of glory above. Here 
he ſhall find that as his day his ſtrength ſhall be, 
that divine grace is and ever will be ſufficient 
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for Him.— That all things ſhall work together 
for his good, that God will guide him by his 
counſel and afterwards receive him to glory, that 
his dear Jeſus will never leave him nor forſake 
him. And from theſe and ſuch like ſweet and 
gracious words, he draws the running caſb of his 
ſenfible comforts while here. O let us be thank- 
ful for every pound, for every penny, yea for 
every mite of this, for it moſt aſſuredly is much 
more than we deſerve. 


VII. I come now to ſhew what are the profits and 
gains of his trade, and prove (as the text ſays) that 
the merchandize of it is better than the merchandize 
of ſilver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. 

The profits of this heavenly trade and mer- 
chandize are truly great, nay it is not too much 
to ſay of them that they are inconceivably and 
therefore inexpreſſibly great; for © eye hath not 
6 ſeen nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into the 
< heart of man to conceive what Gop has promiſed 
to and prepared for all them that love him.” And 
indeed this holy and heavenly profit is more than 
hinted in ſeveral paſſages of the word of Gon, 
viz. Fob xxviii. 15, 19, © It cannot be gotten 
for gold, neither ſhall filver be weighed for 
© the price thereof, the topaz of Ethiopia ſhall 
not equal it, neither ſhall it be valued with 
< pure gold.” Prov. viii. 11, 19. © For wil- 
tt dom is better than rubies and all the things 
e that may be deſired are not to be compared 

vita 
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« with it. My fruit is better than gold, yea 
„ than much fine gold, and my revenue than 
* choice filver.” Alſo Prov. xvi. 16. How 
% much better is it to get wiſdom than gold, 
and to get underſtanding rather to be choſen 
„ than filver.” But J proceed to conſider the 
words of the text, And, 


I. The merchandize of it is better than the 
merchandize of ſilver, which I think will appear 
in the following particulars, viz. 

1. The merchandiſe of ſilver is uncertain, both 
in the merchandize itſelf, and in all the profits, 
pleaſures, and enjoyments of it ; for how often 
are the words of Solomon verified in them, 
where he ſays, © For riches do certainly make 
% unto themſelves wings and fly away as an eagle 
e towards heaven.” Uncertain indeed! but the 
heavenly merchandize is ſure, and therefore bet- 
ter, ſure as the love, wiſdom, power, truth and 
faithfulneſs of a covenant Gop can make it. Sure 
in the profits, the pleaſures, and the eternal en- 
Joyment of them in glory. Bleſſed trade indeed 
wherein the parties engaged are fure .to be gain- 
ers, yea everlaſting gainers, moſt true is that 
obſervation that has frequently been made, viz. 
That though many have loſt for Chriſt none ever 
loſt 25 him; thus then the merchandize of it is 
better than the merchandize of ſilver. It is ſure 
and certain. 


$3 2. The 


on 

2. The merchandize of filver is unſatisfying, 
thus ſays the word of Gop, Eccleſ. v. 10. 
He that loveth ſilver ſhall net be ſatisfied 
<« with ſilver, nor he that loveth abundance with 
C increaſe,” his alſo is Vanity. But the heaven- 
ly merchandize is ſoul ſatisfying, and is therefore 
better than the merchandize of ſilver. In the 
true ſpiritual merchant that word is fulfilled 
which ſays, P/al. lxiii. 5. ** My ſoul ſhall be 
<« ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs, and my 
“ mouth ſhall praiſe thee with joyful lips.” And 
that paſſage alſo, Fer. xxxi. 14. And my 
« people ſhall be ſatisfied with my goodneſs 
&« ſaith the Lord.” Solomon ſays, Prov. xiv. 
14. A good man ſhall be ſatisfied from him- 
« ſelf.” That is (as I apprehend) from the 
grace and love of Gop to, and in his foul; for 
by the good man, Solomon no doubt means the 
truly gracious man; and ſuch can in no other 
ſenſe be ſatisfied from themſelves, but as in 
Chriſt, and as partakers of his unſearchable 
riches. Lord grant us to be the happy par- 
takers of theſe ſoul-ſatisfying riches, 

3. The merchandize of filver is ſhort and will 
ſoon have an end. For thus Gop ſpeaks to all 
poor worldings who are panting after the duſt of 
the earth, and who are loading themſelves with 
the thick clay thereof. James iv. 13, 14. Go to 
now, © Ye that ſay to-day or to-morrow we will 
go into ſuch a city and continue there a year, 
and buy and ſell and get gain, Whereas ye 
«> - Jy: | « I-now 
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* know not what ſhall be on the morrow; for 
« 'what is your life, it is even a vapour which 
* appeareth a little while and then vaniſheth 
% away.” Short indeed! Thus the rich man in 
the parable was dreadfully alarmed with this 
awful and tremendous meſſage, Thou fool, 
* this night thy ſoul ſhall be required of thee.” 
O how ſhort was his time! Ah, worldlings, you 
can have at leaſt but a ſhort, a very ſhort time 
of it. But now the heavenly merchandize is as 
long as eternity, the ſpiritual merchant trades for 
an eternity, and an eternity he ſhall have to en- 
joy the profits of his happy, bleſſed, and proſ- 
perous trade. O then ſurely in this inſtance 
allo the merchandize of it is better than the 
merchandize of ſilver. 

4. The merchandize of ſilver is often really 
burtful to him who is poſſeſſed of it, the wiſe 
men ſeems plainly to advert to this where he 
ſays, Eccleſ. v. 13. There is a ſore evil 
* that I have ſeen under the ſun, namely riches, 

* kept for the owners thereof to their hurt.” 
The riches and profits of this world often 
prove a great, dreadful, and deſtructive ſnare 9 
to many poor ſouls. Hear what Paul ſays, bl 
1 Tim. vi. 9. But they that will be rich fall | 
<« into temptation, and a ſnare, and into many 

& fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which drown men 

it in deſtruction and perdition.“ Can any thing 

be more hurtful than this! But now the heavenly 
merchandize is beneficial. And of this allo So- . q h 
| C T © lomon 
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lomon informs us, Prov. xxii. 4. By humility 
and the fear of the Lord are riches, and honour, 
and life. Nay ſo very beneficial is this trade that 
our dear Lord has aſſured every ſpiritual mer- 
chant, that he ſhall “ receive an hundred fold 
« in this life, and in the world to come life ever- 
laſting.” Succeſsful trade indeed! Good Lord 
grant, we were all truly and ready gee and 
employed 1n 1t. 

5. The merchandize of ſilver can afford no 
true peace and comfort at death, when death comes 
all is over with him who has only trade for this 
world; neither trade nor gains of this world can 
then giye eaſe or relief. What is the hope of the 

poor worldling when Gop taketh away his ſoul, nei- 
ther gold nor ſilver will ſtand in any ſtead, for as 
Solomon ſays, riches profit not in the day of 
wrath. So the P/almi/t, Pſal. xlix. 16, 17. © Be 
* not thou afraid when one is made rich, when 
** the glory of his houſe is increaſed. For when 
ehe dieth he ſhall carry nothing away, his glory 
c ſhall not deſcend after him.” Alſo Eccl. v. 15. 
* As he came forth of his mother's womb, naked 
e ſhall he return to go as he came, and ſhall take | 
© nothing of his labour which he may carry away 
e in his hand,” But the heavenly merchandize 
affords the greateſt and ſweeteſt peace and com- 
fort at death, fo as to cauſe the ſoul to triumph 
over death and all the gloomy horrors of the 
grave, Yea it is then they haye often the ſweet- 
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eſt moments on this ſide eternity, and can ling 
with Dr. Watts, 


Go now and boaſt of all your ſtore, 
And tell how bright you ſhine : 

Your heaps of glitt'ring duſt are yours, 
And my Redeemer's mine, 


And elſewhere, 
Let others ſtretch their arms like ſeas, 
And graſp in all the ſhore ; 
Grant me the viſits of thy face, 
And I deſire no more. 


6. The merchandize of ſilver can never aſſure 
a man of heaven and eternal glory. What will a 
man be profited in the next, if he gain this whole 
world and loſe his own ſoul, it may juſtly be ſaid 
to ſuch, What will ye do in the day of viſitation— 
To whom will ye ſeek for help, and where will you 
leave your glory ? But the heavenly merchandize 
is an aſſured earneſt, and a ſweet and bleſſed fore- 
taſte of glory. Yea to ſuch it is ſaid, Rom. ii. 7, 
% Bur unto them who by patient continuance 
“e in well doing, ſeek for glory, and honour, and 
<« immortality, eternal life.” Surely then the 
profits of this ſpiritual merchandize appear to be 
better than the merchandize of ſilver. | 


IL. And the gain thereof than fine gold. 
The truth of which, I think, plainly and fully 
appears in the following particulars, viz. 
C 4 1. By 
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1. By this his ſpiritual merchandize he gains 
true peace in his couſcitnce, and ſurely this is 
better than fine gold, than much fine gold, yea 
than all the fine gold on the earth, for the fineſt 
of the fine-gold on earth, never contained in it, 
and therefore never could convey any true peace 
to the conſcience. But the peace which the ſpi- 
ritual merchant gains, is called emphatically he 
peace of Gop, yea, it 1s ſaid to paſs all under- 
ſtanding, and to keep the hearts and minds of 
the people of Gop, Phil. iv. 7. and the peace of 
God, &c. &c. The peace of conſcience which 
he gains 1s alſo ſaid to rule in his heart, and well 
it may, for it is a heavenly, holy, ſolid, durable, 
and ſoul-ſaving peace. Many an earthly merchant 
has gained much fine gold who never gained nor 
ever enjoyed one, grain of true peace in his con- 
ſcience; but on the contrary, with all his gains 
he found his own ſoul pierced through with many 
ſorrows, the labour in getting, the care in keep- 
ing, and the fear of looſing their fine gold, takes 
away all their peace, both by night and by day. 
How remarkably does Solomon prove the truth 
of what I am now faying, Eccl. v. 12. * The 
% abundance of the rich will not ſuffer him to 
e ſleep.” I have read of a poor worldling who 
when he lay a dying called for a large bag of 
gold out of his cheſt, and laid it near his heart, 
hoping ſome comfort from it, finding it to be 
inſufficient, he calls haſtily for another, and a 
larger, which was brought; and when this was 
| laid 
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laid by the other, he ſuddenly cried out and ſaid, 
Oh take it all away] take it all away I it will not 
do ! it will not do! The apoſtle Paul who was a 
true ſpiritual merchant happily experienced the 
truth and ſweetneſs of this part of the gains of 
his trade, eſpecially where he ſays, For I know 
« whom I have believed, and I am peſuaded 
e he is able to keep that which I have committed 
* to him againſt that day.” And elſewhere he 
ſays, For I am now ready to be offered up and 
<« the time of my departure is at hand, I have 
e fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, 
„ have kept the faith, henceforth is laid up for 
6 me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord 
&« the righteous judge ſhall give me at that day, 
% and not to me only, but unto all them that 
&« love his appearing.” O it is ſweet living, 
and happy dying with this part of our ſpirirual 
gain comfortably experienced on the heart, ſuch 
will joyfully and thankfully ſay, the gain thereof 
is better than fine gold. 
2. He gains true holineſs of heart and life, and 
this alſo is better than fine gold. For often it 
appears that thoſe who have moſt fine gold have 
not only the leaſt but indeed are totally deſtitute 
of true holineſs of heart and life. But this ſpiri- 
tual merchant is one who is called and enabled to 
“ ſerve the Lord in holineſs and righteouſneſs 
all the days of his life,” Luke i. 75. Yea 
& he is one who is created in righteouſneſs and 
* true holineſs by the work of Gop's holy Spirit 
+ upon 
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upon his ſoul,” Epb. iv. 24. He is one who is 
« called unto holineſs,” 1 Theſſ. iv. 7. He is alſo 
deſcribed as one who has * fruit unto holineſs.” 
Rom. vi. 22. And what is remarkable, he accu- 
mulates much of this bleſſed part of his gain in 
times of afflition, ſo ſays the apoſtle, Heb. xi. 
10. © But he for our profit that we might be 
« partakers of his holineſs.” Which he ſpeaks 
of as the happy and bleſſed end of truly ſanctified 
afflictions. This made a good miniſter ſay, that 
he learned more of Gop, Chriſt, Holineſs, and 
Heaven in ſeven days affliction and illneſs than he 
had done in ſeven years preaching. O this is a 
bleſſed and precious part of his gain, which he 
ſhall enjoy in perfection to all eternity in glory. 

3. He gains true fellowſhip and communion with 
GOD, and this is better than fine GoLD, for 
what the apoſtle John ſays, 1s verified in the expe- 
rience of every ſpiritual merchant, 1 Fohn i. 3. 
* And truly our fellowſhip is with the Father, 
and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” Car- 
nal men know nothing of this, nor does it make any 
part of their gains; all ſpiritual merchants are ſons 
of Gop, and becauſe they are ſo, the apoſtle ſays, 
Gal. iv. 6. * God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his 
&« Son into their hearts, crying, Abba Father.“ 
Now this part of the gain of a ſpiritual mer- 
chant conſiſts in a filial boldneſs before Gop, a 
holy freedom and familiarity with Gop, a ſteady, 
humble, unſhaken confidence, and a ſupreme, 
happy delight in Gov. All which is attended 

with 
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with a fincere and univerſal aim, and endeavour 
to pleaſe God, which is the very life and eſſence 
of real and cloſe walking with Gop, and this ex- 
tends to, and is in ſome degree manifeſt in the 
whole of his conduct, in all the various ſtations, re- 
lations and duties of life. This the ſpiritual mer- 
chant will ever eſteem a moſt precious and valuable 
part of his gain. O that we might all grow rich 
in this holy fellowſhip and communion with Gon. 

4. He gains true comfort, joy, and aſſurance of 
heaven. And this is better than all the fine gold on 
the earth, his comfort is the comfort of Gap, and 
comes from the GOD of all comfort ; his joy of 
the holy Ghoſt, and his aſſurance is founded in and 
built ypon the free, faithful and unchangable love 
and grace of Gop, who he knows abideth faith- 
ful and neither will, nor can, break his promiſe, 
or deny himſelf. And therefore he is embolden- 
ed to ſay, that, * becauſe Jeſus lives he ſhall live 
& alſo.” There are many earthly merchants 
who have much gold and much fine gold, 
yet have not a ſingle grain of this comfort or 
aſſurance, nor can all their fine gold ever procure 
it for them, Nay they have no aſſurance of the 


. enjoyment of the fine gold they have ſaved and 


treafured up on earth, many have been awfully 


and ſuddenly called away at midnight from it all, 


as the rich fool in the goſpel, Luke xii, 20.—or 
elſe Solamon's words have been fulfilled in them 
and © their riches have made unto themſelves 
„ wings and fled away as an eagle towards hea- 
« yen,” 
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© yen,” O how much better i is a believers gain 
than all this! 

5. He gains a glorious victory and triumph over 
death and hell, for even here © he is made more 
than a conqueror, through him that loved him.“ 
And the language and experience of Job and Paul 
alſo are his, for by this bleſſed part of kis gain he 
can join with them in ſaying, © I know that my 
« Redeemer liveth, and though after my ſkin, 
« worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh I ſhall 
« ſee Gon, whom mine eyes ſhall behold for my- 
« ſelf and not for another.—And O death where 
is thy ſting, O grave where is thy victory,“ &c. 
Well he knows that Gop, as the Pſalmiſt ſays , 
& has redeemed and ſhall redeem his ſoul from the 
«© power of the grave, for he will receive him.“ 
But this no fine gold can give to a poor Chriſtleſs 
impenitent ſinner though poſſeſſed of ever ſo much 
of it; for “ riches profit not in the day of wrath,” 
and ſuch a day is the day of death to all unge- 
nerate perſons, O how have many, who have 
gained much fine gold in this world trembled 
even to deſpair, at the realizing view, and near 
and felt approach of death, judgment and eter- 
nity; but here, where a wicked man muſt part 
with, and Jooſe all his gains, here the happy 
believer, the ſpiritual merchant ſweetly poſſeſſes 
and comfortably enjoys all his. O what a precious 
part of his gain is this! ſurely this is better than 
fine gold. | 
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6. He gains a glorious and joyful reſurrection, 
for at that aπfu (but to him) auſpicions morning, 
when Chriſt who is his life ſhall appear, he ſhall 
appear with him in glory, for that which * was 
« ſown in corruption ſhall then be raiſed in-incor- 
« ruption,. what was ſown in diſhonour ſhall be 
< raiſed in glory, what was fown in weakneſs ſhall 


be raiſed in power, what was ſown a natural 


e body ſhall be raiſed a ſpiritual body.” O how 
will his gains begin to ſhine on that great and 


glorious day to which no doubt the prophet Ma- 


lachi alludes when ſpeaking in the name of Gop 
concerning his ſaints, he ſays—* and they ſhall be 


* mine, faith the Lord, in the day when I make 


« up my jewels, and I will ſpare them as a man 
« ſpareth his own ſon that ſerveth him, then 
« ſhall ye return and diſcern between the righte- 
& ous and the wicked, between him that ſerveth 
« Gop and him that ſerveth him not.” But O 
what a dreadful contraſt will then be ſeen-in the 
wicked however great or rich, for it is ſaid of 
ſuch, that © they ſhall hide themſelves in dens and 
« in the rocks of the mountains, and ſay to the 
« mountains and the rocks fall on us and hide us 
from the face of him that ſitteth upon the 
« throne and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the 
« great day of his wrath is come and who ſhall 
<« be able to ſtand.” Surely then the gains of 
the ſpiritual merchant are in this reſpect alſo as 
the text ſays, better than fine gold, 


7. He 
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7. He gains eternal life and glory in heaven; 
and here he attains to the very ſummit of his 
. wiſhes, this is what he has had through grace in 
his eye in all his ſpiritual trade and merchandize 
— this, if I may be allowed ſo to ſay, was the 
fortune and eſtate he was trading for, and with 
leſs than this he never intended to fit down ſatis- 
fied, With a view to the enjoyment of this, it 
was, that he was by divine grace fo diligent; 
earneſt, zealous, careful, painfull, laborious, and 
watchfull in his ſpiritual and heavenly trade. 
And now when he comes to the enjoyment of this 
bleſſed part of his gains, he will never repent of 
all or any of his holy pains, labor and diligence. 
Now ſhall he find the ſweet fulfilment of that hap- 
py word . ſo ſhall we be for ever with the Lord” 
Ah ſays the gracious ſoul this is gain enough in- 
deed—well, for the comfort of all ſuch who are 
happily engaged in the heavenly trade, let them 
reflect upon it. It is ſaid, Rom. ii. 7. To them 
c who by patient continuance in well doing ſeek 
e for glory, honor, immortality and eternal life.” 
But not all the fine gold on earth can bring a 
| ſoul to this; O that the Lord may help poor 
| Chriſtleſs periſhing ſinners to conſider this, and 
lay it to heart before they periſh for ever. But 
this brings me to the laſt particular intended in 

the diſcourſe which was, | : 
To conclude with a few words of ſerious addreſs 
to the real Chriſtian, under the character of a 
merchant, and alſo to the Chriſtleſs ſinner, who 
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is at preſent both a ſtranger and an enemy to this 
heavenly trade and merchandize. 


I. To the real Chriſtian. 

1. Be diligent and pundtual in the duties of your 
heavenly trade and merchandize. O watch and pray 
againſt a ſlothful, careleſs ſpirit, drowſineſs will 
cover a man with rags in more ſenſes than one, 
Remember and O attend to the apoſtles exhorta- 
tion. © Not ſlothful in buſineſs, fervent in ſpirit, 
<« ſerving the Lord,” if ſloth and negligence get the 


better of thee, depend upon it thou art ſuffering 


ſome ſad loſs in thy ſoul. Give diligence (ſays 
the apoſtle) brethren to make your calling and 
election ſure, and “ the hand of the diligent” 
(ſays ſolomon) * maketh rich,” whatſoever ye. 
do, then do it heartily as unto the Lord and not 
unto men; let all publick, private, ſecret duties, 
be carefully and diligently attended to as you wiſh 
to thrive and increaſe in durable riches and righte- 
ouſneſs. Merchants who negle& their publick 
attendance on the Exchange, ſoon begin to be 
ſuſpected. Let this thought put thee in mind of 
the neceſſity of a conſtant and diligent attendance 
on all the publick ordinances. Merchants who 
are ſeldom ſeen in their counting-houſes, or neg- 
le& correſpondence with their more diſtant, or con- 
verſation with their nearer friends, give great alarm 
to ſuſpect matters are not right with them. Let 
this put thee in mind of the neceſſity and impor- 
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tance of a clear, regular and conſtant attendance 
upon private and ſecret duties. 

2. Look carefully over, and examine frequentiy 
into, and poſt your books. 

And this is quite conſiſtent with the advice 
given by the apoſtle Paul, © examine your- 
« ſelves.” When an earthly merchant neglects 
his books, it is a ſure ſign things are bad with 
him, if his books are neglected his trade and pro- 
fits muſt decay, and thus will it be with the be- 
liever if he continues willfully to neglect the ad- 
vice here given him. The advice I would explain 
thus, x. Seach the ſcriptures ſeriouſly, con- 
ſtantly, and diligently, 2. Daily ſtore your me- 
mory as your ſpiritual day-book with ſomewhat 
truly good, and endeavour not to blot it by the 
indulgence of finful vanities. g. Labour after 
and pray for a clear and ſcripturally eſtabliſh- 
ed judgment in the things of Gop, ſo that you 
may as the apoſtle ſays, Be filled with the 
* knowledge of his will in all wiſdom and ſpiri- 
% tual underſtanding,” this will prove a good 
method of keeping your ſpiritual journal. 4. Daily 
keep your eye and watch over your affections, 
and this as cloſely and as carefully as a mer- 
chant does his caſh-book, that he may ſee and 
know what is going out and what is coming in. 
May the Lord enable us to attend to this book. 
5. Do as Paul did in Ads xxiv. 16. * Exerciſe 
« yourſelf to have a conſcience void of offence 
„ toward Gop and toward men.” A well poſted 

| | Ledger, 
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Ledger, and a truly pacified confcience, a clean 
Ledger and a pure conſcience, an open Ledger 
and a well informed conſcience, are no unfit em- 
blems one of the other, and 1 may venture to ſay 
that if our conſciences are through grace thus 
kept, it will be much for our ſpiritual comfort, 
peace and profit. 6. Keep up a good circulation 
of bills and do not fear the negotiating of them 


at all times with the bank of heaven, they are all 


good, you will never be a ſufferer by this kind of 
paper currency (if I may be allowed the expreſ- 
fion.) I mean the precious promiſſes of Goh. 
7. Neglect nor ſtated and regular correſpondence 
by letter. In other words continue inſtant in 
prayer. Let that dear and glorious Lord with 
whom you trade hear from you in this way, not 
merely every day but many very many times in 
the day. 8. Daily aſk for a needful ſupply of 
running cafh, that is, of ſenfible comfors, but 
then leave your gracious Gop to beſtow them 
when and how he fees needful and beſt for you. 

3. Labor to extend and enlarge thy heavenly 
trade and merchandize as much as ever thou 
canſt, you never need fear having too much of 
it, many earthly merchants have been obliged to 
ſtop, and break, merely becauſe they have over- 
traded themſelves. But not fo the heavenly mer- 
chant, with ſuch a one it isa ſure and ſweet maxim, 
The more trade the more riches,” it is not, it 
never was, or ever will be a looſing trade. It 


cannot be overdone by too many ingaging in it, 
D labor 


1 
labor therefore, O believer. to extend and enlarge 
it more and more daily, in a way of knowledge 
of, love to, and communion with the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to this the people of Gop are ex- 
horted in his word by the apoſtle, Rom. xv. 13. 
« that ye may abound in hope by the power of 
„ the holy ghoſt.” 2 Cor. viii. 7. ** therefore as 
« yeabound in every thing—abound in this grace 
& alſo—1 Theſ. iv. 1.” where the apoſtle exhorts 
the people of Gop that “ as they had received 
of him how they ought to walk and to pleaſe 
* God, ſo they would abound more and more” 
ſo alſo, Phil. i. 9. That your love may abound 
„ yet more and more.” So 1 The/. iv. 10.“ but 
« we beſeech you brethren that ye increaſe more 
* and more.” O then labor to extend thy ſpiritual 
trade and do not fear having too much of it. 

4. Let no tryals, loſſes or difficulties, which 
thou mayeſt meet with diſcourage thee, ever re- 
member that whatever thou mayeſt be called to 
looſe for Chriſt, yet moſt aſſuredly thou ſhalt be 
no looſer by Chriſt. Yea thou art told in the 
word of truth, that whatſoever thou looſeſt in 
this world for Chriſt, is inſured for thee in a 
better world by Chriſt, who will aſſuredly repay 
thee and with good- intereſt alſo. Ye have his 
own bleſſed word for it, Matt. xix. 29. And 
every one that has forſaken houſes or bre- 
* thren, or ſiſters, or father, or mother, or 
wife, or children, or lands, for my names 
* ſake, ſhall receive an hudred fold, and ſhall 
| OS" NE 8 inherit 
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« inherit everlaſting life.“ Yea, when it has 
gone farther than all this, when ſome of the ſpi- 
ritual merchants have been called to lay down 
their very lives for the Lord Jeſus and the Goſ- 
pel's ſake; yet even here they have been no 
looſers, and this alſo he has aſſured them of in 
his word, Mark viii. 45. © But whoſoever ſhall - 
e looſe his life for my ſake and the goſpel's, the 
“ ſame ſhall ſave it.“ Go on, fear not to main- 
tain thy heavenly trade, thou moſt ras {hall 
be an eternal gainer at laſt. 

5. Rejoice in the hope, proſpect and ſweet 
aſſurance of enjoying all thy gain at laſt in an 
eternal world, and in an eternal weight of glory. 
For this thou moſt aſſuredly ſhalt do at laſt; 
there is, O believer,” a manſion prepared and a 
hope laid up for thee in heaven, where thou, 
when thou haſt ſerved Gop and thy generation 
by his will, ſhalt certainly arrive, then will you 
ſing with ſweet Dr. Watts, where he ſays, 


O glorious hour, O bleſt abode, 

I ſhall be near and like my Gop, 
And fleſh and ſin no more controul; 

The ſacred pleaſures of my ſoul. 


And elſewhere, 


Then ſhall I ſee, and hear, and know, 
All I defir'd or wiſh'd below, 
And every hour find ſweet employ, 


In that eternal world of joy. 
D2 Now 


r 

Now they defire, and then they ſhall polleſs 
and enjoy the better country, the heavenly ; 
of this hope and proſpect they need not to be 
aſhamed, for the Gop of their hope is not aſhamed 
to be called their Gop, for be has provided for them 
a city. O happy trade! O ſweet, bleſſed and 
eternal gain! O believer may thy foul be much 
inſtructed and eſtabliſhed in this bleſſed trade. 


II. Ts o the Chriſtleſs er. 

1. Think, O think ſeriouſly, what a miſerable, 
what a wretched, what a looſing, what a ſoul- 
deſtroying trade thou art at preſent engaged in. 
All the pleaſure and profit thou art ſeeking is in 
| fin, and this is every day at the peril and dan- 
ger, and except rich grace prevent, muſt and 
will be at laſt attended with the awful, the irre- . 
parable loſs of thy poor ſoul, O how much 
have you poor Chriſtleſs ſinners (many of you at 
leaſt) it is to be feared loſt already by the dread- 
ful trade you have been carrying on all your 
lives long. O how much of your precious time 
is loſt, and Joſt irrecoverably too! How many of 
your natural talents lot, buried, abuſed, or vile- 
ly proſtituted to, and in the ſervice and drudgery 
of fin and Satan; how many precious opportu- 
nities, and ſeaſons, and means of grace loſt. And 
may it not be ſaid of thee, and may I not now 
ſay to thee, O poor finner, that all thou. haft 
gotten in thy trade and dealing with fin and 
Satan is, « thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf.” In no 

reſpect 
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reſpect art thou wiſer or really better for all thou 
haſt been doing, or in thy dreadful trade getting 
all thy life. O may it be ſer home to thy 
awakening and converſion. 

2. Let me entreat you to conſider (though | 
you profit ever ſo much by your earthly trade 
and bulineſs) that awful and awakening word 
ſpoken by our dear Lord, which is directed to 
proſperous worldlings, who are ſtrangers and 
enemies to this heavenly trade and merchandize, 
Matt. xvi. 26. What is a man profited if he 
gain the whole world, and looſe his own ſoul.” 
Ah poor ſouls let me intreat you to conſider 
what will all your earthly gealth and riches do 
for you in a dying hour, and that hour, (how- 
ever the thought of it ſometimes makes thee 
tremble) muſt and will come, and then. where 
and what wilt thou be? Riches as Solomon 
ſays, profit not in the day of wrath; and ſuch 
a day is the day of death to Chriſtleſs impeni- 
tent finners. When our dear Lord, in Lake 
xii, 20. calls the poor ſenſual worldling a fool, 
he immediately adds, ** ſo is every one who lay- 
eth up for himſelf treaſure upon earth, and is 
not rich towards God,” the prophet Jeremiah 
in ſpeaking, ſays, * he ſhall leave them in the 
« midſt of his days, and at the end ſhall be a 
“ fool.” O firs, the unſearchable and inexhauſt- 
able riches of Chriſt are the one thing needful 
to make poor ſinners rich, and miſerable ſinners 


happy; 
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happy, may the Lord help you to conſider this, 
to your ſouls eternal welfare and ſalvation. 

3. Seriouſly reflect, how much of thy precious 
time 1s loſt and irrecoverably gone from thee for 
ever. And O how uncertain is the period of 
thy exiſtence here. O that the Lord the Spirit 
may ſavingly convince thee of thy ſin and folly, 
in having thus abuſed and miſpent it; and by 
his grace mayeſt thou be. helped to enter upon 
the profeſſion and practice of heavenly merchan- 
dize. If every moment of thy paſt time, poor 
finner! had a voice, and they were all now to 
fpeak: to thee, and of thee, not one of them 
could bear witneſs Many thing thou knoweſt 
of, or haſt ever donc, in this ſpiritual” and 
heavenly trade and merchandize, nor could 
they all. aſſure thee of one ſingle moment more 
to be granted to'thee. . Indeed if a conſideration 
of theſe things is by the power and grace of. the 
Spirit of Gop ſet home to thy ſoul; thou wilt 
take the alarm, ſee thy danger, and mourn and 
tremble; and be happily brought to experience 
ſomething of the truth, beauty, glory and reality 
of this holy, heavenly, and truly profitable trade 
which I have been endeavouring to ſet before 
thee and recommended to thee. O that the 
Lord may bleſs it to this end. 

4. Remember what a diſmal wy dreadful ac- 
count muſt and will be brought againſt you at 
the great and awful day of judgment, if you live 

and 
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and die in your preſent Chriſtleſs impenitent 
ſtare, That day will be to you a dreadful 
but a juſt and an eternal balancing of your 
accounts before Gop the judge of all. And O 
poor {inner ! remember that on that day as the 
prophet Daniel expreſſes it, The judgment 
« will be ſet and the books will be opened.” 
And O, however the books of thy ſoul have 
been neglected, and are all confuſion and dark- 
neſs ; Gop's books are not ſo, his are rightly. and 
well kept, as will (except grace prevent) dread- 
fully appear to thee, and againſt thee, on that 
awful day; there will be two eſpecially dread - 
ful books open againſt thee in that day, viz. the 
book of God's holy, juſt, and righteous judg- 
ments, and the book of thy guilty and ſelf-con- 
demning conſcience, Nay, the book of life it- 
ſelf will be dreadful to thee, as thou wilt have 
no part nor lot in that matter. O that the con- 
ſideration of theſe things may be bleſſed to thy 
ſoul for thy awakening and converſion. 

5. Remember it is not % late, thou art yet 
on mercy's ground, once more under mercy's 
joyful ſound, and within mercy's mighty reach. 

O may the Lord own and bleſs the things here 
mentioned for thy conſideration, and may he by 
his holy Spirit quicken thy poor dead ſoul, and 
help and enable thee now to begin this bleſſed 
and heavenly trade, ſo that at the laſt thou may- 
eſt through grace give up thy account with joy, 
and not with grief and ſname. Remember for thy 
encouragement, 


| t, that many poor ſouls kave in 
nce 1 8 called. and renewed: by the 


: 


. much in a little time; yea, gained heavel 


RG 715 and eternal glory. O mayeſt thou through that 
+... grace be enabled to go and do likewiſe. 


1 And now brethren: I conclude. by commending 
po to Gop andthe ward of his grace, may he 
ohn and bleſs theſe few broken hints which have 


- 
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Lord may command his bieſſing. Amen and 
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